AMENDMENTS TO TTTO CLAIMS 



1. (Withdrawn) A method of loading a plurality of food items in multiple 

layers comprising the steps of: 

collecting food items in a first plurality of groups, each of said groups having a 

plurality of food items, in a staging area; 

displacing said first pluraHty of gioups substantially simultaneously downwardly 
into an accumulating and storage area, thereby forming a plurality of first layer groups of 

said food items therein; 

collecting in said staging area a second plurality of said groups of food items, 
each of said second plurality of said groups having a plurality of food items; 

displacing said second pluraUty of groups substantially simultaneously 
downwardly into said accumulating and storage area such that said second pluraUty of 
groups forms aplurality of second layer groups of said food items supeq)osed to said 
pluraUly of first layer g«,ups of said food items, thereby forming a plurality of two layer- 

groups of food items; and 

displacing substantially simultaneously said plurality of two-layer groups of food 

items downwardly into a receptacle in a packing area. 

2. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of displacing said 
first pluraHty of groups includes the step of allowing said first plurality of groups to fall 
by gravity into said accumulating and storage area. 

3. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of displacing said 
second plurality of groups includes the step of allowing said first pluraHty of groups to 
fell by gravity into said accumulating and storage area. 

4. (Witiidrawn) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of displacing said 
plurality of two-layer groups inchKies the step of allowing said plurality of two-layer 
groups to fall by gravity into said reoept^le. 
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5. (Withdrawn) TTie method of claim 1 wherein said step of displacing said 
plurality of two-layer groups includes the step of substantially simultaneously performing 
a subsequent step of coUecting food items in a furst plurality of groups, each of said 
groups having a plurality of food items, in said staging area. 



6. (Withdrawn) The melhod of claim 1 fUrther comprising the step of 
displacing said receptacle containing said plurality of two-layer groups of food items 
from said packing area. 

7. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 6 fiarther comprising the step of placing 
a second receptacle in said packing area. 

8. (Original) A system for loading food items in multiple layers comprising: 
a staging device for sequentially collecting fooditems into a plurality of groups, 

each of said groins havmg apluraUty of food items, and for displacing said plurality of 

groups substantially downwardly; 

an accumulating and storage device for receivmg said groups substantially 
simultaneously ftom said staging device, thereby sequentially forming successive layers 
of groups of said food items in an accumulating and storage area, and for displacing a 
predetennined number of received layers of said groups downward substantially 

simultaneously; and 

a packing device for receiving said predetermined number of received layers of 
said groups ftom said aocuffluiating and storage device in a packmg area. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 8 wherein said staging device allows said 
plurality of groups to Mi by gravity into said accumulating and storage area. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 8 wherein said accumulating and storage 
device allows said predetermined number of received layers of said groups to fall by 
gravity into said packing area. 
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11. (Original) -nie system of claim 1 wherein said staging device includes a 
lug chain drive haying lugs spaced to form said groups therebetween. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 8 wherein said staging device includes a 
pair of lateraUy reciprocating rods, vdiereby said rods support said groups thereon and 
displace sidewardly to allow said groups to fail downwardly by gravity to said 
accumulating and storage area. 

13. (Original) The system ofclaim 8 wherem said accumulating and storage 
device includes a pair of laterally reciprocating rods, whereby said mds support said 
groups thereon and displace sidewardly to allow said groiq,s to M downwardly by 
gravity to said packing area. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 8 wherein said accumulating and storage 
areaincludes a plurality of dividers positioned to direct said groups and mamtain said 
groups intact and aUgned as said groiqts fall from said stogmg area. 



15. (Original) The system of claim 14 wherein said packing device includes a 
receptacle having a plundity of separators dividing said receptacle into cavities shaped to 
receive said predetermined number of received layers of said gtoi^s from said 
accumulating and storage area, and said dividers are shaped and positioned to correspond 
to said separators such that separation between said plurality of groups is maintained. 

16. (Origmal) The system of claim 8 further comprising a controller for 
controlling said staging device, said accumulating and storage device and said packing 
device such that said staging device receives groups of said food items and positions said 
gioups substantially above said accumulating and storage device as said accumulating 
and Storage device allows said predetermined number of received layers of said groups to 
fall by gravity to said packing device. 
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17. (Original) The system of claim 15 further comprising a pair of rotatable 
tucking flaps positioned between said accumulating and storage area and said packing 
area, said tucking fl^s being shaped to rotate downwardly into said packing area to 
ensure that said predetemiined number of received layers of said groups fail into said 
cavities in proper alignment 

18. (Original) The system of claim 17 wherein said tucking flaps include 
notches shaped to provide clearance for said separators, thereby allowing said flaps to 
rotate below horizontal mto said cavities. 

19. (Withdrawn) A method of loading food items in multiple layers 

comprising the steps of: 

collecting food items in a first plurality of groups, each of said groups having a 

plurality of food items, in a staging area; 

displacing said first plurality of groups by allowing said first plurality of groups to 
fell by gravity substantially simultaneously downwardly into an accumulating and storage 
area, thereby forming a plurality of first layer groups of said food items therein; 

collecting in said staging area a second plurality of said grot^s of food items, 
each of said second plurality of said groups having a plurality of food items; 

displacing said second plurality of groups by allowing said second plurality of 
groups to fall by gravity substarrtially simultaneously downwardly into said accumulating 
and storage area such that said second plurality of groups forms a pluiaUty of second 
layer groups of smd food items superposed to said pluraUty of first layer groups of said 
food items, thereby forming a plurality of two layer-groups of food items; and 

displacing substantially simultaneously said plurality of two-layer groups of food 
items downwardly by gravity into a receptacle in a packing area. 

20. (Withdrawn) A method of loading food items in multiple layers 

comprising the steps of: 

collecting food items in a first plurality of groi?>s, each of said groups having a 

plurality of food items, in a staging area; 
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displacing said first plurality of groups by allowing said first plurality of groups to 
m by gravity substantially simultaneously downwardly into an accumulating and storage 
area, thereby fonning a plurality of first layer groups of said food items therein; 

collecting in said staging area a second pluraUty of said groups of food items, 
each of said second plurality of said groups having a plurality of food items; 

displacing said second plurality of groups by aUowing said second plurality of 
groups to fall by gravity substantially simultaneously downwardly into said accumulating 
and storage area suchftat said second plurality of groups forms a plurality of second 
layer groups of said food items superposed to said pluraUty of first layer groups of said 
food items, thereby forming a plurality of two layer-groups of food items; and 

displacing substantially simultaneously said plurality of two-layer groups of food 
items downwardly by gravity into a receptacle in a packing area and substantially 
simultaneously performing a subsequent step of collecting food items in a first plurality 
of groups, each of said groups having a plurality of food items, in said staging area. 

21 . (Original) A system for loading food items in multiple layers comprising: 
a staging device for sequentially collecting food items into a plurality of groups, 
each of said groups having a plurality of food items, said staging device including a lug 
chain drive havmg lugs spaced to form said groups therebetween, and for allowing said 
plurality of groups to fall substantially downwardly by gravity; 

an accumulating and storage device for receiving said groups substantially 
simultaneously from said staging device, thereby sequentially forming successive layers 
of groups of said food items in an accumulating and storage area, and for aHowing a 
predetermined number of said received layers of said groins io fell downwardly 
substantially simultaneously by gravity; and 

a packing device for receiving in receptacles said predetermined number of 
received layers of said groups from said accumulating and storage device in a packing 



area. 



22. (Original) The system of claim 21 further comprising a pair of rotatable 
tucking flaps positioned between said accumulating and storage area and said packing 
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area, said tucking flaps being shaped to rotate downwardly into said packing aiea to 
ensure that sdd predetermined number of received layers of said groups fall into said 
cavities in proper alignment. 

23. (Original) A system for loading food items in multiple layers comprising: 
a staging device for sequentially collecting food items into a plurality of groups, 
eadiof said groups having a pluraUty of food items, said staging device including a lug 
chain drive having lugs spaced to form said groups therebetween, and for allowing said 
plurality of groups to fall substentially downwardly by gravity; 

an accumulating and storage device for receiving said groins substantially 
simultaneously from said staging device, thereby sequentially forming successive layers 
f groups of said food items in an accumulating and storage area, and for allowing a 
predetermined number of said received layers of said groups to Ml downwardly 
substantially simultaneously by gravity, said accumulating and storage area including a 
pluraUly of dividei^ positioned to direct said groups and maintain said groups intact and 
aligned as said groups fall from said staging area; and 

a packing device for receivmg in receptacles said predetermined number of 
received layers of said groups from said accumulating and storage device in a packing 



o: 



S' 



area. 



24. (Original) A system for loading food items in multiple layers comprising: 
a staging device for sequentially collecting food items into a plurality of groups, 
each of said groups having a pluraUty of food items, said staging device including alug 
chain drive having lugs spaced to form said groups therebetween, and for allowing said 
plurality of groups to fall substantially downwardly by gravity; 

an accumulating and storage device for receiving said groups substantially 
simultaneously from said staging device, thereby sequentially forming successive layers 
of groups of said food items in an accumulating and storage area, and for allowing a 
predetermined number of said received layers of said groups to fall downwardly 
substantially simultaneously by gravity, said accumulating and storage area including a 
plurality of dividers positioned to direct said groups and maintain said groups intact and 
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aUgned as said groups fall from said staging area, said accumulating and storage device 
including a pair of laterally reciprocating rods, whereby said rods support said groups 
thereon and displace sidewardly to allow said groups to fall downwardly by gravity; and 

a packing device for receiving in receptacles said predetermined number of 
received layers of said groups from said accumulating and storage device in a packing 



area. 



25. (Original) A system for loading food items in multiple layers comprising: 
a staging device for sequentially collecting food items into a pluraUty of groups, 
each of said groups havmg a plurality of food items, said staging device including a lug 
chain drive having lugs spaced to form said groups therebetween, and for allowing said 
plurality of groups to fall substantially downwardly by gravity, said staging device 
including a pair of laterally reciprocating rods, whereby said rods support said groups 
thereon and displace sidewardly to allow said groups to M downwardly by gravity to 
said accumulating and storage area; 

an accumulating and storage device for receiving said groups substantially 
simultaneously from said staging device, thereby sequentially forming successive layers 
of groups of said food items in an accumulating and storage area, and for allovdng a 
predetermined number of said received layers of said groins to fall downwardly 
substantially simultaneously by gravity, said accumulating and storage area including a 
plurahty of dividers positioned to direct said groups and maintain said groups intact and 
aligned as said groups fall from said staging area; and 

a packing device for receiving in receptacles said predetermined number of 
received layers of said groups from said accumulating and storage device in a packing 



area. 



26. (Original) A system for loading food items in multiple layers comprising: 
a staging device for sequentially coUectbg food items into a plurality of groups, 
each of said groups having a plurality of food items, said staging device including a lug 
chain drive having lugs spaced to form said groups therebetween, and for allowing said 
pluraUty of groups to fell substantially downwardly by gravity; 
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accumulating and storage device for receiving said groups substantially 
simulteueously ftom said staging device, thereby sequentially forming successive layers 
of groups of said food items in an accumulating and storage area, and for allowing a 
predetermined number of said received layers of said groxq)s to fell downwardly 
substantially simultaneously by gravity; and 

a packing device for receiving in receptacles said predetermined number of 
received layers of said groups fiom said accumulating and storage device inapacking 
a«a, said packing device including a pair of rotatabie tucking fl^ positioned between 
said accumulating and storage ai^a and said packing area, said tucking flaps being sh^ed 
to rotate downwardly into said packing area to ensure that said predelmnined number of 
received layers of said groups fall into said cavities in proper alignment 

27. (Original) The system of claim 26 wherein said packing device includes a 
receptacle having a plurality of separators dividing said receptacle into cavities shaped to 
receive said predetennined number of received layers of said groups ftom said 
accumulating and storage area, and wherein said tucking flaps include notches shaped to 
provide clearance for said separators, thereby allowing said flaps to rotate below 
horizonted into said cavities. 
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